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SUBJECT: MIDDLE EAST FORCE AND DOD SURVEY 
REF: MANAMA 1746 

1 . DOD IS PLANNING TO HAVE TEAM MAKE COMPREHENSIVE 
SURVEY OF BAHRAIN'S DEFENSE REQUIREMENTS IN COUNTRY AS 
EARLY AS NOVEMBER 15. TEAM WILL BE FUNDED BY DOD. 

2. IN ON-GOING EFFORT TO PERSUADE GOB TO LIFT DEADLINE ON 
MIDDLE EAST FORCE, WE WISH YOU AS GENERAL RULE TO HAVE 
MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY IN DETERMINING, IN YOUR JUDGMENT, 
WHIG GOB LEADERS TO TALK WITH AND WHEN. IN PRESENT CASE, 
HOWEVER, WE ASSUME YOU STILL PREFER YOUR OWN EARLIER 
SUGGESTION OF USING INFORMATION ON SURVEY TEAM'S ARRIVAL 
AS A MEANS TO RAISE MIDDLE EAST FORCE QUESTION ONCE AGAIN 
WITH PRIME MINISTER. WE CONCUR IN YOUR APPROACH AND 
SUGGEST YOU NOT RAISE MIDDLE EAST FORCE WITH FOREIGN 
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MINISTER DURING YOUR SCHEDULED NOVEMBER 4 CALL ON HIM. IF 
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HE SHOULD RAISE MIDDLE EAST FORCE QUESTION, YOU SHOULD 
STRESS GREAT IMPORTANCE IN CONTEXT OF OUR BILATERAL RE- 
LATIONS WHICH USG ATTACHES TO A GESTURE OF FRIENDSHIP BY 
BAHRAIN AT THIS TIME IN THE FORM OF LIFTING THE JUNE 1977 
DEADLINE AND PROVIDING USG THE OPPORTUNITY TO KEEP US NAVY 
SOMEWHAT LONGER IN BAHRAIN. 

WHILESURVEY WILL PROCEED IN ANY EVENT. YOU SHOULD 
ENDEAVOR TO GET ACROSS THAT ATMOSPHERE IN WHICH ITS RE- 
COMMENDATIONS ARE CONSIDERED WILL, OF COURSE, DEPEND ON 
GOB'S WILLINGNESS TO BE HELPFUL TO US ON ISSUE TO WHICH 
WE ATTACH IMPORTANCE. KISSINGER 
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